
SPECIALIZED CURRICULA · 45 

The University Honors Program, open to students in all un-
dergraduate divisions of the university, is administered by the 
Honors Council and the director of university honors.  Minimum 
requirement for acceptance into the program is a composite score 
of 26 on the ACT.  The student must maintain a cumulative grade 
point average of 3.3 or higher to be inducted into the program in 
the spring of the freshman or sophomore year and must maintain a 
3.3 to graduate as a University Honors Scholar. 

The purpose of the University Honors Program is to offer the 
academically superior student a specially designed program, 
within a supportive community, that fosters critical thinking, intel-
lectual development and social responsibility.  This enhanced 
program is designed to provide a balance of common experience 
and flexibility addressed to individual achievement as well as a 
comprehensive framework on which to build disciplinary studies. 

The Honors Program also has an honors house on campus 
which houses both male and female students.  Students should 
consult with the director of the University Honors Program and the 
director of University Housing for availabilities and stipulations.  
The house serves as a residence and a focal point for meetings and 
activities with the Honors Alliance, faculty and staff in the Honors 
Program. 

The official student voice within the program is the Univer-
sity Honors Alliance.  Membership to the University Honors Alli-
ance is offered to any student with a 3.3 grade point average or 
higher.  There is an annual membership fee of $5. 

University Honors Program Requirements 
I. Honors Versions of General Studies. 
     Within the regular general studies requirements, the Uni-

versity Honors Scholar takes a minimum of seven honors versions 
of general studies courses distributed over at least four depart-
ments.  These courses are not taken in addition to the general stud-
ies courses; rather, they are taken in place of regular general stud-
ies courses.  When the minimum number of honors versions of 
general studies courses is difficult to attain, the student, with the 
permission of the honors director, may take upper level courses in 
the general studies sequence to replace and count toward the credit 
of the honors version of general studies course(s). 
II. Foreign Language Courses. 

     The University Honors Scholar must take six hours of one 
foreign language (classical or modern) depending upon demon-
stration of proficiency.  The student may take an additional lan-
guage course, in addition to the six-hour requirement, to suffice as 
one of the seven courses and one of the general studies require-
ment mentioned above in Section I. 
III. University Honors Courses. 

     The program of interdisciplinary studies with the PEAK 
Program (Promoting Excellence and Knowledge) begins in the fall 
semester of the freshman or sophomore year, continues throughout 
the sophomore and junior years, and culminates in the fourth year 
with the University Honors Capstone Seminar. The student takes 
four interdisciplinary seminars. HON 1101 is taken in the fresh-



46 · SPECIALIZED CURRICULA  

 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE COURSES 

Troy University’s English as a Second Language program 
offers intensive English language instruction for non-native speak-
ers. This program addresses the needs of students who plan to 
pursue further university study in the United States or who wish to 
sharpen their language skills for personal or professional reasons. 
In addition to improving listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
ability, ESL classes also increase students' understanding of 
American culture and university life. Level I - IV courses are of-
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contrast, and generalization will be studied. The course 
will emphasize how to evaluate, organize, and predict 
information in lectures. Exercises in vocabulary 
acquisition and language cue recognition are included. 
Listening Lab requirements:  one hour per week. 
 

1102 Listening VI  For advanced students. 
Academic focus:  Introduces listening strategies for 
academic lectures, such as anticipating and organizing 
information; understanding humor, connecting words, 
and pronoun referents; recognizing analogy, quotations, 
and paraphrasing. Skill-building exercises include 
listening for main ideas, making inferences, listening for 
specific information, summarizing, and recognizing 
vocabulary in context. Listening Lab requirements:  one 
hour per week. 
 

READING COURSES 
0071 Guided Independent Reading  For any level. 

Supervised independent study at an appropriate level, 
designed to develop specific reading skills and increase 
vocabulary. Materials may include books, newspapers, 
magazines, CDs, and the Internet. 

 
0080 Reading I  For beginners and near beginners. 

Focuses on building vocabulary and developing reading 
skills such as finding main ideas, locating pronoun 
referents, and using context clues. Includes introduction 
to use of a monolingual dictionary for second language 
learners. Reading Lab requirement: one hour per week. 
 

0081 Reading II For high beginners. 
Focuses on vocabulary expansion and skills building. 
Students will practice scanning, skimming, predicting, 
and separating main ideas from supporting ideas. 
Reading Lab requirement: one hour per week. 
 

0094 Reading III  For low- intermediate students. 
Develops reading skills by studying scanning, 
previewing and predicting, vocabulary, main ideas, 
skimming, making inferences, summarizing, paragraph 
topics and their patterns of organization.  Reading Lab 
requirement: one hour per week. 
 

0095 Reading IV For intermediate students. 
Builds up vocabulary and pract
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1109 Speaking V  For high-intermediate students. 

Increases vocabulary and fluency through discussions, 
debates, and presentations. A comprehensive 
pronunciation program on CD and cassette leads 
students through a review of the English sound system 
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PRE-PROFESSIONAL CAREERS 

Students who are interested in preparing for careers in the 
professions will find many such opportunities at Troy University.  
Considered among the best available, Troy’s pre-professional 
programs feature small classes, special academic advisers, free 
tutors, exceptional laboratory facilities and an outstanding and 
well qualified faculty. 
Pre-law 

Admission to accredited professional schools of law requires 
from three to four years of college preparatory work with prefer-
ence given to applicants with the bachelor’s degree.  Law schools 
generally do not prescribe a particular major or course of under-
graduate study as a prerequisite for admission.  All such schools 
emphasize the important of excellence in whichever course of 
study is pursued. For students planning to enter the profession of 
law, it is recommended that a student pursue a bachelor’s degree 
giving emphasis to such fields as English, history, political sci-
ence, criminal justice, social science, speech communication or 
business.  For individualized advice about courses appropriate for 
law school, students may consult with the advisers for the Pre-Law 
Society. 
Pre-engineering 

Program requirements among the professional schools of 
engineering vary, although certain courses are common to most 
such schools, particularly during the first two years’ work.  Stu-
dents may complete from one to two years of pre-engineering and 
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