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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING (MSN) 
 
The Master of Science in Nursing Program is designed to 

provide graduates of baccalaureate programs in nursing the op-
portunity to develop the advanced knowledge and clinical skills 
required for leadership positions in nursing. The program pre-
pares clinical nurse specialists in Adult Health and Maternal-
Infant Health, Nursing Informatics Specialists, and Family 
Nurse Practitioners. Students are accepted for admission to the 
MSN clinical nurse specialist and nursing informatics specialist 
tracks every semester. Fall admission is recommended for stu-
dents who wish to pursue full-time study.  Students are accepted 
for admission to the Family Nurse Practitioner track in fall se-
mester only. 

 
Upon successful completion of the MSN program, the stu-

dent will be able to 



COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES · 138 

 

A minimum of 39 semester hours is required for completion of 
the program. 

 
Nursing Core Courses (6 hrs) 

NSG  5504  2 Theories in Nursing 
NSG  5505  2 Health Care Economics  
NSG 6660  2 Foundations of Advanced Practice 
 

Research Courses (7 hrs) 
NSG 6691 3 Research Methodology 
NSG 6692 2 Data Analysis Techniques in Re-

search 
NSG 6696 1 Scholarly Inquiry Practicum I 
NSG 6697 1 Scholarly Inquiry Practicum II 
      Optional 
NSG 6695 1-4 Thesis 
 

Nursing Specialty Courses (20 hrs) 
NSG 5512 3 Advanced Health Assessment 
NSG 5515 1 Advanced Health Assessment 

Practicum 
NSG 6649 3 Advanced Pharmacology 
NSG 6671 3 Advanced Pathophysiology 
 

(Select One Series) 
NSG  6620 2 Advanced Acute Care Nursing of 

   Adults 
NSG 6621 3  Advanced Acute Care Nursing 

 Preceptorship 
NSG 6622 2 Advanced Long-Term Nursing 

   Care of Adults 
NSG 6623 3 Advanced Long-Term Nursing 

   Care of Adults Preceptorship 
 
OR 
 
NSG 6640 2 Advanced Maternal/Infant Health 

   Nursing 
NSG 6641 3 Advanced Maternal/Infant Health 

   Nursing Preceptorship 
NSG 6642 2 High-Risk Maternal/Infant Health 

   Nursing 
NSG  6643 3 High Risk Maternal/Infant Health 

   Nursing Preceptorship 
 

Nursing Role Courses (5 hrs) 
(Select One Series) 

NSG 6614 2 Role of the Nurse Educator 
NSG 6615 3 Nursing Education Internship 
 
OR 
 
NSG 6616 2 Role of the Nurse Administrator 
NSG 6617 3 Nursing Administration Internship 
 
 

Synthesis and Evaluation (1 hr) 
NSG 6655 1 Synthesis and Evaluation of Ad-

vanced Nursing Practice 
 
Minimum Total:  39 Semester Hours 
 
 

NURSING INFORMATICS SPECIALIST TRACK 
 

Nursing Core Courses (6 hrs) 
NSG 5504 2 Theories in Nursing 
NSG 5505 2 Health Care Economics 
NSG 6660 2 Foundations of Advanced Practice 
 

Research Courses (7 hrs) 
NSG 6691 3 Research Methodology 
NSG 6692 2 Data Analysis Techniques in Re-

search 
NSG 6696 1 Scholarly Inquiry Practicum I 
NSG 6697 1 Scholarly Inquiry Practicum II 
 

Optional 
NSG 6695 1-4 Thesis 
 

Nursing Specialty Courses (11 hrs) 
NSG 6631 3 Computer-Based Communication 
NSG 6632 2 Theoretical Foundations of Nursing 
NSG 6633 3 Systems Analysis and Design 
NSG 6635 3 Integration of Technology in Infor-

mation Exchange 
 

Nursing Role Courses (6 hrs) 
NSG 6634 2  Role of the Nursing Informatics Spe-

cialist 
NSG 6636 4 Nursing Informatics Internship 
 

Elective  (3 hrs) 
Any 5000/6000 Approved Elective 
 

Synthesis and Evaluation   (1 hr) 
NSG 6655 1 Synthesis and Evaluation of Ad-

vanced Nursing Practice 
 
Minimum Total:     34 Semester Hours 
 

FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER (FNP) TRACK 
 

Nursing Core Courses (6 hrs) 
NSG  5504  2 Theories in Nursing 
NSG  5505 2 Health Care Economics 
NSG  6660  2 Foundations of Advanced Practice 
NSG 6659*   1 Adaptation to the FNP Role 

(required for FNP-PM certificate 
students only) 
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Research Courses (7 hrs) 
NSG 6691 3 Research Methodology 
NSG 6692 2 Data Analysis Techniques in Re-

search 
NSG     6696  1  Scholarly Inquiry Practicum I 
NSG     6697 1 Scholarly Inquiry Practicum II 
 

Optional 
NSG     6695 1-4 Thesis 
 

Nursing Specialty Courses (27 hrs)* 
NSG 5512 3 Advanced Health Assessment 
NSG 5513 3 Advanced Health Assessment 

Preceptorship 
NSG     6645 3  Family and Cultural Theories in 

Advanced Nursing Practice 
NSG  6649 3 Advanced Pharmacology 
NSG 6665 3 Primary Care I 
NSG 6666 3 Primary Care I Preceptorship 
NSG 6667 3 Primary Care II 
NSG 6668 3 Primary Care II Preceptorship 
NSG 6671 3 Advanced Pathophysiology 
 

Role Courses (6 hrs)* 
NSG 6670 1 Role Synthesis Seminar 
NSG 6680 5 Family Nurse Practitioner Intern-

ship 
 

Synthesis and Evaluation (1hr) 
NSG  6655 1 Synthesis and Evaluation of Ad-

vanced Nursing Practice 
 
Minimum Total:  47 Semester Hours 
 
*The FNP Certificate for nurses holding the MSN requires 

34 hours and includes all FNP nursing specialty and role 
courses. 

 
NOTE: 1.  Requirements for the MSN degree must be satis-

fied within five years of the initial enrollment for that degree. 
 
NOTE  2.   A grade of "D" is not acceptable for meeting 

requirements for a subsequent course. 
 

Requirements for Students in Clinical Courses 
All students must maintain RN licensure, current CPR cer-

tification, professional liability insurance, proof of annual physi-
cal examination and negative drug screen when enrolled in clini-
cal nursing courses.  Professional liability insurance is available 
through the School of Nursing.  Students are responsible for 
their own medical care if needed in the clinical setting.  Students 
are also responsible for personal transportation costs incurred 
during the program. 

Students must meet Communicable Disease Center (CDC) 
and Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
guidelines. 

 

Laboratory Fees for the MSN Program: 
NSG 5515, 6696, 6697 $  37.50 
NSG 5513, 6621, 6623, 6641, 6643, 6666, 6668 $  67.50 
NSG 6615, 6617 $105.00 
NSG 6636, 6680 $180.00 
 

Requirements for Admission to Candidacy 
1. To be admitted to candidacy, students must have a 3.0 GPA 

on all work attempted. 
2. Unconditionally admitted graduate students may apply for 

admission to candidacy after completing six semester hours 
and requirements as outlined for the specific degree pro-
gram. A student will be admitted to candidacy the term 
following completion of 12 semester hours. 

 
Degree Requirements 
 Any student completing the course work with a 3.0 or bet-
ter GPA, fulfilling candidacy requirements, and successfully 
completing the required comprehensive examination will be 
awarded the degree. 

 
Transfer Credit 

A maximum of six semester hours taken at another region-
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